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any further move for the present. Meanwhile
riots were frequent in different parts of Scotland.
The Protestants attacked the priests, seized the
images, and interfered with services ; while the
Catholics, for their part, broke up the meetings
of the Protestants and mishandled the reformed
preachers. The Protestant lords felt that the
only way to bring peace to the country was to
afford complete freedom to the reformed religion,
and in the autumn of 1558 they petitioned the
regent to authorise the public preaching of the
reformed religion or face the consequences of
disorder.
Another party now appeared upon the scene,
or, at least, so it seemed.   For a proclamation was
found posted to the churches on the ist of January,
1559, and purported to be the work of" the blind,
crooked, lame, widows, orphans, and all other
poor visited by the hand of God."   It demanded
that the Church should restore the money and
lands it possessed to the " beggars " who suffered
from want.   Warning was given that unless the
priests and monks surrendered all their properties
before Whitsunday 1559 the beggars would " in
whole   number   and   with   the   help   of   God
and assistance of his saints on earth, of whose
ready support we  doubt not,  enter  and take
possession of our said patrimony, and eject you
utterly forth of the same.    Let him, therefore,
that before  hath  stolen,  steal  no  more;  but